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Introduction
In Romans, Paul promotes an inclusive ethic which allows for Jewish and Gentile Christians
to worship together in a united community (Jewett 2006, 889-90, 893, 895, 897). While
some scholars argue that Paul is writing about a hypothetical situation (Karris 1991b, 65-84),
it is more likely that Paul is addressing real problems in the Roman community. Romans
15:8 mentions a division between Jewish Christians, literally the “circumcision” (mepttoun)
and Gentile Christians in Rome, two groups which Paul seeks to unify (Marcus 1989, 67-81).
The groundbreaking work of Minear 1971 (1-23) reminded modern scholarship of the
importance of Rom 14-15 as he used these chapters to reinterpret the rest of the letter. Tobin
(2004, 58-76) draws attention to the need to place the issues of Rom 14:1-15:13 in the
context of Paul’s past controversies in Galatia and Corinth. In Galatians, Paul defends the
place of Gentile Christians by presenting a Spirit-guided ethic (Gal 5:16-26), which appears
to cut out the place of the Jewish people and the Jewish Law from God’s plan of salvation
(Gal 4:21-31; Tobin 2004, 74-76). However, in Romans, he defends the freedom of Jews to
be Christians as Jews (Campbell 1991, 272-73). The greeting of Rom 16 indicates that Paul
wrote Romans from Corinth (Karris 1991a, 44-52). In 1 Corinthians Paul encourages Gentile
Christians to adapt to others, who are deemed to be weak, for the sake of the gospel (Tobin
2004, 76-78). As in 1 Corinthians, Paul in Romans uses a model of adapting to the needs of
others in order to further their salvation. This study reminds us of the importance of the
freedom of the gospel, and salvation is by faith in Christ alone. Today’s church should be
reminded to avoid imposing cultural ideals when calling people to be included among the people

of God. “[FJaith in Jesus Christ has pluralistic possibilities” (Jewett 1982, 62).
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